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ABSTRACT: This article reports optically active micro-
spheres consisting of chiral helical substituted polyacetylene
and β-cyclodextrin-derivative (β-CD-A). The microspheres
showed remarkable adsorption toward various organic
compounds in water. To prepare the microspheres, an
acetylenic-derived helical macro-monomer was synthesized
and then underwent aqueous suspension copolymerization
with octadecyl acrylate and butyl acrylate by using azobis-
(isobutyronitrile) as initiator and β-CD-A simultaneously as
comonomer and cross-linking agent. The helical macro-
monomer chains enabled the microspheres to exhibit desirable
enantio-differentiating adsorption capacity toward chiral compounds respectively dissolved in organic solvent, dispersed in water,
and dissolved in water. The saturated absorbency toward (R)-(+)- and (S)-(−)-1-phenylethylamine was 29 and 12 mg·g−1,
respectively. The microspheres also showed large oil absorbency (e.g., 22 g·g−1 CCl4) and a large adsorption toward methyl red
(as a model for organic dyes) dispersed in water. The presence of β-CD-A moieties improved the adsorption performance of the
microspheres. The present optically active microspheres open a new approach for preparing adsorbents particularly chiral
adsorbents with potentials for wastewater treatment.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Wastewater treatment is a vital issue due to industrial
wastewater discharge, overuse of pesticides, leakage of chemical
materials, among other reasons.1,2 Ever-increasing attention has
been attracted to developing cleanup materials for wastewater
treatment. So far, a variety of elegant adsorbents have been
created to remove the pollutants, ranging from inorganic3 and
carbon4 materials to natural5,6 and synthetic polymer7

materials. Cyclodextrins formed a unique category of
adsorbents due to the distinctive structures.8 More recently,
some new materials were fabricated and investigated as
adsorbents, such as magnetic materials,9 metal−organic frame-
works,10 molecularly imprinted polymers,11 and nanoscaled
materials.12 The extensively investigated adsorbates include
metal ions,13,14 organic dyes,15 and pharmaceuticals.16,17

However, studies dealing with chiral contaminants for instance
chiral drugs and chiral pesticides, are still relatively limited.
Meanwhile, novel adsorbents with the ability to simultaneously
adsorb multiple types of adsorbates are also highly required.
Reportedly, over 50% of the clinical drugs and up to 25% of

the pesticides are of chirality, and currently, these ratios are still
continuously increasing. Chiral drugs derived from individual
enantiomers frequently demonstrate varied distribution,
metabolism, excretion, toxicity, and biodegradation proper-

ties.18 Additionally, drugs in the form of racemate instead of
enantiospecific forms were used over a long period, and some
of them are still in use at present. All the above practical facts
lead to an essential issue, namely, enantiopure compounds
gradually accumulate in the environment, which may result in
vital effects to organisms, since enantiomers stereoselectively
react in biological systems, for instance, with enzymes.
Accordingly, removal of the residual chiral compounds from
environment becomes a key issue. In fact, this issue has evoked
growing attention nowadays.19−22

Recent years have witnessed the development of chiral
polymers and novel materials thereof, such as chiral (hydro)-
gels,23,24 chiral nano- and microspheres,25,26 chiral assem-
blies,27,28 chiral sensor materials,29 etc. The chiral materials held
promises in chiral recognition/adsorption,30,31 asymmetric
catalysis,32 chiral resolution,33 enantioselective crystalliza-
tion,34,35 etc. Based on the academic background aforemen-
tioned and our earlier investigations dealing with chirally helical
polyacetylenes,35−37 we in the present study attempt to prepare
a unique class of chiral microspheres composed of optically
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active helical polyacetylene and β-cyclodextrin derivative (β-
CD-A). The helical polyacetylene is expected to provide
chirality for the resulting microspheres, while β-CD-A plays
double roles, that is, simultaneously as a cross-linking agent and
a carrier to introduce β-cyclodextrin structures into the chiral
microspheres. We investigated the adsorption capacities of the
chiral microspheres toward organic chiral compounds dispersed
or dissolved in water. Excitingly, the microspheres showed the
anticipated adsorption abilities toward the targets under
investigation. Meanwhile, the microspheres also showed
noticeable adsorption toward usual organic solvents (with
CCl4, CH2Cl2, CHCl3, and toluene as examples) and dye
(methyl red as representative). The unique chiral microspheres
hopefully find practical applications in wastewater treatment.

2. EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
2.1. Materials. Monomer 1 (M1, S), monomer 2 (M2), and

rhodium catalyst, (nbd)Rh+B−(C6H5)4 (nbd, 2,5-norbornadiene) were
prepared by the method reported in previous reports.38−40 β-
Cyclodextrin derivative (β-CD-A), as structurally presented in Figure
1, was synthesized according to the earlier report.41 Azobis-
(isobutyronitrile) (AIBN) was obtained from Beijing Chemical
Reagent Company and purified by recrystallization before use.
Octadecyl acrylate, poly(vinyl alcohol) (PVA), methyl red, D- and L-
proline, and (R)-(+)- and (S)-(−)-1-phenylethylamine (PEA) were
purchased from Aldrich and used as received. Butyl acrylate was
bought from Aldrich and distilled under reduced pressure before use.
All the other solvents were obtained from Beijing Modern Eastern
Fine Chemical Company and distilled under reduced pressure under
argon atmosphere. Deionized water was used in all experiments.
2.2. Measurements. Fourier transform infrared (FTIR) spectra

were recorded with a Nicolet NEXUS 670 infrared spectrophotometer
(KBr tablet). Circular dichroism (CD) and UV−vis absorption

spectroscopy measurements were conducted on a Jasco 810
spectropolarimeter. Optical rotations were measured on a JASCO P-
1020 digital polarimeter with a sodium lamp (λ = 589 nm) as light
source at room temperature. The morphology of the microspheres was
observed with a Hitachi S-4700 scanning electron microscope (SEM).
Pore analysis was carried out on a BK122W sorption analyzer.

2.3. Synthesis of Microspheres. The microspheres were
prepared according to a methodology as schematically illustrated in
Figure 1. In the first step, coordination copolymerization of M1 and
M2 was carried out with (nbd)Rh+B−(C6H5)4 as catalyst. Synthesis
and characterizations of the copolymer referred to the earlier
report.39,42 In the second step, the macro-monomer, octadecyl
acrylate, butyl acrylate, and β-CD-A went through radical copoly-
merization via suspension polymerization approach. Details are
illustrated in Supporting Information (SI).

2.4. Adsorption Experiments. 2.4.1. Chiral Adsorption. Chiral
adsorption of the microspheres was determined as reported by us
earlier.39,43 All the chiral adsorption experiments were performed by
immersing a predetermined amount of microspheres in adsorbate
solution (or dispersion) at room temperature. We accomplished chiral
adsorption experiments in three cases: (1) adsorbing chiral
compounds dissolved in organic solvent (oil-soluble system); (2)
adsorbing chiral compounds dissolved in water (water-soluble
system); and (3) adsorbing chiral compounds dispersed in water
(dispersion system; the compounds are water-insoluble). In the case of
oil-soluble systems, R- and S-PEA were used as chiral compounds and
chloroform as solvent. In the case of water-soluble systems, D- and L-
proline were used as chiral compounds and water as solvent. For
dispersion systems, R- and S-PEA were used as chiral compounds,
while water was used as solvent.

With the oil-soluble system as an example, the major experiment
procedure is stated as follows. A chloroform solution (50 mL) of (R)-
(+)- or (S)-(−)-1-PEA (c = 1 mg·mL−1) was prepared and its optical
rotation (α1) was measured. Then, a predetermined amount of
microspheres (1 g) was encased in a filter paper and immersed in the

Figure 1. Schematic representation for preparing cross-linked microspheres containing helical macro-monomer and β-CD-A.
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preprepared chiral PEA solution. At regular intervals, the solution was
subjected to optical rotation measurement (α2) with a Jasco digital
polarimeter (λ = 589 nm) at room temperature. The chiral compound
adsorbed by the microspheres can be calculated according to optical
rotations. The chiral absorbency was determined by the following
equation: chiral absorbency = k|(α2−α1)/α1|100, where k represents
the proportional coefficient, determined by working curve approach;
α1 and α2 are the optical rotations before and after chiral adsorption,
respectively. Herein, |(α2−α1)/α1| indicates the absolute values.
To investigate chiral recognition capacity of the microspheres, a

term, chiral recognition capacity is defined as the ratio of the difference
between the adsorptions by the microspheres toward two enantiomers
to the initial weight of the chiral enantiomer in the solution. Since the
adsorption is proportional to the corresponding optical rotation, we
can determine the chiral recognition capacity of the microspheres by
the corresponding optical rotations. Chiral recognition capacity was
measured as follows. Taking the oil-soluble system as an example, two
enantiomers were mixed in equal amount, forming the so-called
racemate. The racemate was dissolved in chloroform (c = 1 mg·mL−1),
and the optical rotation of the solution was approximately zero. Then,
a predetermined amount of microspheres (1 g) was encased in a filter
paper and immersed in the solution. At regular intervals, the solution
was subjected to optical rotation measurement (α3). The chiral
recognition capacity can be calculated by the equation: chiral
recognition capacity = (α3/α1)100, where α1 and α3 are the optical
rotations of the solution (dispersion) before and after adsorption,
respectively.
2.4.2. Oil Adsorption. Oil adsorption of the microspheres was

separately explored in CCl4, CHCl3, CH2Cl2, and toluene aqueous
dispersion (oil/water = 1/10, V/V). The experiment was performed
by following our earlier study.41

2.4.3. Adsorption of Methyl Red. Adsorption of methyl red was
studied by a batch method.44 Herein, methyl red was taken as a model
dye. The detailed operation is shown in SI.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1. Synthesis of Microspheres. The microspheres were
prepared by a two-step method according to the process
illustratively presented in Figure 1. First, two N-propargylamide
monomers (M1 and M2) underwent copolymerization in the
presence of Rh catalyst to prepare the helical substituted
polyacetylene macro-monomer, in which M1 was utilized for
forming optically active helical polymer chains while M2
provided the CC units for the subsequent radical polymer-
ization. Based on the previous investigations, the prepared
macro-monomers adopted helical conformations of predom-
inantly one-handed screw sense.35−39 As the yield of the macro-
monomer was nearly 100%, the composition of it was
considered keeping nearly consistent with the feed ratio of
the monomers.39 In the second step, the macro-monomer was
homogeneously mixed with acrylate monomers (octadecyl
acrylate and butyl acrylate) as comonomers and AIBN as
initiator. To carry out the free radical suspension polymer-
ization for fabricating the microspheres, β-CD-A was used as

the cross-linking agent and PVA as stabilizer. β-CD-A was
dissolved in PVA aqueous solution, which was added in the
mixture under vigorous stirring until the droplets were
uniformly dispersed. When the polymerization system was
heated to 60 °C, AIBN decomposed into free radicals to initiate
the polymerization in the droplets. As the polymerization
proceeded, the droplets transformed into microspheres.
Microspheres obtained earlier according to a similar strategy
demonstrated enantio-differentiating absorption and release
abilities in organic solvent systems.45 As to be reported below,
the microspheres in the present study showed desirable
adsorption toward organic compounds in aqueous systems.
The typical photographs of the obtained microspheres are

shown in Figure 2. The dried microspheres were rather regular
in a spheric morphology (Figure 2A), which maintained well
after swelling by CHCl3 (Figure 2B) and even after drying
again (Figure 2C). The dried microspheres, 300−500 μm in
diameter, showed a pale yellow color (Figure 2A), which
originated from the conjugated structures in the helical
substituted polyacetylenes, according to our earlier studies.35−39

After being swollen in chloroform, the microspheres increased
to 700−1000 μm and became more transparent and lighter in
color (Figure 2B). The swellability of the microspheres is
obviously confirmed by the large increase in size. The
microspheres returned to the original size and color after the
release of chloroform (Figure 2C). The observations also
indicate that the microspheres possessed the strength required
for the subsequent adsorption experiments.
The microspheres were also observed by scanning electron

microscope (SEM), as shown in Figure 3. Figure 3A

Figure 2. Typical photographs for microspheres: (A) dry microspheres before adsorbing CHCl3, (B) swollen by CHCl3, and (C) after release of
CHCl3.

Figure 3. SEM images of the microspheres: (A and B) whole
morphology; (C and D) detailed surface structure.
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demonstrates the rather uniform size of the microspheres. The
surface of the microspheres is rough and possesses a large
number of slit-shaped pores (Figure 3B−D). The large number
of pores is desirable in terms of adsorption properties, as to be
reported later.
To further analyze the pore structure, nitrogen adsorption/

desorption isotherms were measured utilizing the Barrett−
Joyner−Halenda (BJH) method to evaluate the pore volume,
surface area, and pore size distributions from the adsorption
portion of the isotherm to avoid the false peak in desorption
portion. The relevant results are presented in Figure S1 (SI).
Figure S1A shows that the adsorption and desorption portions
in the isotherm are nearly overlapped, leading to an invisible
closed hysteresis loop. This type of hysteresis loop indicates the
pores in the microspheres are homogeneous and slit-shaped,
which is consistent with the observation in SEM images.46

Figure S1B shows the pore size distribution of the micro-
spheres. The parameters of the pores are BET specific area,
9.322 m2·g−1; pore volume, 0.112 cm3·g−1; pore size, 5.541 nm.
Just as expected, the BET specific area and pore volume are not
large, since we did not add any pore-forming agent in forming
the microspheres.
The microspheres were characterized by FTIR spectroscopy.

The recorded FTIR spectra are presented in Figure S2 (SI),
also including the spectra of helical macro-monomer for a
comparison. Detailed analysis on FTIR spectra is also provided
therein. Based on the FTIR spectra and referring to our earlier
studies,45 the helical macro-monomer was considered being
successfully grafted in the microspheres.
3.2. Optical Activity. The microspheres were characterized

by CD and UV−vis spectroscopy, for which the details are
provided in SI. According to the previous studies,39,42 the
copolymers derived from M1 and M2 showed considerable
optical activity resulting from the acetylene-based polymer
chains adopting helical conformations of a predominantly one-
handed screw sense. Thus, the present microspheres are also
expected to possess optical activity. CD and UV−vis spectros-
copy have been proved as convincing and efficient means to
identify the helical conformations of polyacetylenes27,32,38 and
the optical activity of nano- and microspheres thereof.26,35−37

Hence, the microspheres were subjected to CD and UV−vis
spectroscopy measurements. The obtained spectra are illus-
trated in Figure 4(A, B).
In Figure 4(A, B), intense CD signals and UV−vis

absorption peaks appeared around 350 nm. Referring to our

earlier studies,26,35−37 the CD signal and UV−vis absorption at
approximately 350 nm are derived from the helical con-
formations with predominantly one-handed screw sense formed
in substituted polyacetylenes. For a vivid comparison, the
spectra of the macro-monomer are also presented in Figure 4.
The spectra further demonstrate that helical polyacetylene
chains were grafted in the microspheres and endowed the
microspheres with optical activity. More interestingly, the
helical conformations in the substituted polyacetylenes provide
the microspheres with the desired chiral recognition and chiral
adsorption abilities, as to be reported below.

3.3. Microspheres without β-CD-A. To explore the
effects of β-CD-A on the microspheres in terms of adsorption,
we further prepared microspheres without β-CD-A, that is,
substituting β-CD-A with TMPTA (trimethylolpropane
triacrylate) serving as cross-linking agent. Other conditions
kept the same as the synthetic procedures for the microspheres
in the presence of β-CD-A. Figure S3 (SI) shows the
photograph of the microspheres without using β-CD-A. Briefly,
the microspheres with or without β-CD-A showed little
difference in size and morphology. Also as expected, the
microspheres without β-CD-A exhibited CD effects and UV−
vis absorption around 350 nm (Figure S4 in SI), as observed in
the corresponding microspheres with β-CD-A (Figure 4). This
further demonstrates that the intense CD signal and UV−vis
absorption around 350 nm were derived from helical
polyacetylene. Adsorption experiments were subsequently
conducted with both microspheres with/without β-CD-A.
Comparing the differences between the microspheres with/
without β-CD-A in adsorption toward organics, we could
elucidate the functions of helical polyacetylene and β-CD-A
units in the microspheres, as reported below.

3.4. Adsorption Experiments. Our primary purpose of
the present study is to prepare microspheres consisting of
helical polyacetylene and β-CD-A structures and then to
explore their potentials as versatile adsorbents toward multiple
organic pollutants in wastewater. Therefore, the adsorption
experiments were all carried out in water in order to simulate
wastewater. The adsorption tests were performed on chiral
compounds, organic reagents and organic dye. The micro-
spheres showed encouraging adsorption properties toward
these organics under investigation. To achieve deeper insights
into the microspheres, the adsorption capacity of the
microspheres without β-CD-A was also accomplished for a

Figure 4. (A) CD spectra of the microspheres and helical macro-monomer; (B) UV−vis spectra of the microspheres and helical macro-monomers.
All the spectra were recorded at room temperature.
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comparison to those with β-CD-A. The detailed investigations
will be reported below.
3.4.1. Chiral Adsorption of Microspheres. The chiral helical

macro-monomer chains in the microspheres theoretically
rendered them with chiral adsorption ability. The macro-
monomer chains adopted helical conformations of a predom-
inantly one-handed screw sense, which rendered the micro-
spheres with enantioselective adsorption.47 Enantioselective
adsorption results in that one of the enantiomers could
preferably enter inside the microspheres. Therefore, the
microspheres could preferentially adsorb one enantiomer. We
investigated chiral adsorption of the microspheres toward two
pairs of enantiomers: D- and L-proline, (R)-(+)- and (S)-(−)-1-
PEA as model chiral adsorbates. The chiral adsorption tests fall
into three cases, oil-soluble system, dispersion system, and
water-soluble system, as described in detail in Experimental
Section. The related results are presented in Figure 5. The
microspheres with β-CD-A displayed a remarkably different
adsorption toward the enantiomers, predominantly adsorbing
(R)-(+)-1-PEA and D-proline rather than the corresponding
optical isomers. This is true for all the three systems. Taking
microspheres in oil-soluble system as example (Figure 5A), the
microspheres adsorbed as much as ca. 40% (20 mg·g−1) (R)-
(+)-PEA after 4 h, while the absorbency was only ca. 17% (8.5
mg·g−1) for (S)-(−)-1-PEA. To investigate the saturated
absorbency, the microspheres were immersed in the oil-soluble
system for 24 h, and the saturated absorbency of (R)-(+)-1-
PEA was ca. up to 60% (30 mg·g−1), whereas for (S)-(−)-1-
PEA, it was just 20% (10 mg·g−1). Enantio-differentiating
adsorption was also found in the other two systems.
As shown above, the microspheres displayed different

adsorptions toward the two enantiomers of interest. This
phenomenon is considered resulting from the helical polymer
chains forming helices of predominant one-handed screw sense.
The helical polymer chains inside the microspheres enantiose-
lectively interacted with (R)-(+)-1-PEA and D-proline probably
through hydrogen bonds.48,49 Therefore, the microspheres
performed a higher absorbency toward (R)-(+)-1-PEA and D-
proline than the corresponding enantiomer. In addition, the
absorbency of the microspheres in water-soluble system was
lower than the other two systems due to their nonswelling in
water. So, in this case, adsorbates could not permeate inside the
microspheres through swelling process, resulting in the lower
absorbency. The microspheres in dispersion system had the
highest absorbency. This is because of the extremely low
solubility of PEA in water (indeed a heterogeneous system),

resulting in high affinity of PEA molecules to the microspheres.
Therefore, PEA molecules tended to diffuse inside the
microspheres through the voids and channels, during which
(R)-(+)-1-PEA molecules more easily diffused inside the
microspheres due to the enantioselective interactions.45

We further explored the chiral recognition capacity of the
microspheres in racemate solution in the above three systems.
Figure S5A (SI) shows the optical rotation profiles as a function
of time, in which the optical rotations were recorded on the
residual solution/dispersion. In all the three cases, optical
rotation gradually decreased with time prolonging. It
demonstrates the microspheres preferentially adsorbed the
enantiomers with positive optical rotation, which is consistent
with the above observations. Chiral recognition capacity of the
microspheres was further determined according to the optical
rotations, as described in Experimental Section. Chiral
recognition capacity reached the highest in oil-soluble system
and the lowest in water-soluble system (Figure S5B). We thus
conclude that the chiral recognition capacity of the micro-
spheres was also dependent on the specific adsorbate
enantiomers and the specific practice by which to perform
the chiral recognition test.
The microspheres with/without β-CD-A are experimentally

compared in terms of saturated chiral adsorption, to further
elucidate the effects of helical polyacetylene chains and β-CD-A
units. The relevant results are illustrated in Figure 6. Herein,
the microspheres were immersed in enantiospecific solutions
for 24 h to ensure a saturated adsorption. Under identical
conditions, the microspheres with β-CD-A showed consid-
erable absorbency of (R)-(+)-1-PEA (29 mg·g−1), while for the
microspheres without β-CD-A, the adsorption of (R)-(+)-1-
PEA was only 12 mg·g−1 in oil-soluble system. PEA
enantiomers showed similar phenomena. Accordingly, a
judicious combination of helical polyacetylene and β-CD-A is
favorable for achieving chiral adsorption. The unique cyclic
structure and large size of cyclodextrin units endowed the
microspheres with considerable porous structure.50 Cavities and
channels constructed by cyclodextrin units provide paths for
adsorbate molecules to readily pass by. Chiral compounds
disperse inside the microspheres through the pores, during
which a certain enantiospecific isomer preferentially interacted
with the helical polymer chains. As a consequence, this isomer
in the two enantiomers is more easily adsorbed by the
microspheres.

3.4.2. Oil Absorbency of Microspheres. Apart from chiral
compounds, the microspheres under investigation also hope-

Figure 5. Chiral adsorption of the microspheres with β-CD-A in (A) oil-soluble system in CHCl3, (B) dispersion system in water, (C) water-soluble
system (c = 1 mg·mL−1).
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fully demonstrated high oil-absorbency toward achiral chem-
icals. In preparing the microspheres, octadecyl acrylate and
butyl acrylate, which are expected to provide high swellability,
were utilized by referring to our earlier investigations focused
on high oil-absorbing resins.41,45,50 CCl4, CHCl3, CH2Cl2, and
toluene were used as model organic compounds to investigate
the oil-absorbing ability of the microspheres since the four oils
are widely used as industrial solvents and considered being as
typical organic contaminants.
Figure 7A illustrates the oil absorbency of the microspheres

with β-CD-A in four oils as a function of immersion time. The
oil absorbency initially increased with immersion time
prolonging, 3 h later reached equilibrium, and remained
constant after that. Figure 7B compares the saturated oil
absorbency of the microspheres with/without β-CD-A. It shows
that β-CD-A noticeably improved the oil absorbency of the
microspheres, especially toward CCl4. This is because β-CD-A
provided large cavities and channels45 for oil molecules to
disperse inside the microspheres. The cavities of β-CD-A are
nonpolar which can include small molecules with low polarity
by inclusion effect. Nonetheless, the adsorption process
depends on the adsorbates’ solubility parameter, polarity,

dimension, diffusion inside the microspheres, etc. These factors
made the adsorption a complex process.

3.4.3. Adsorption of Organic Dye. Organic dyes are another
category of organic pollutants in wastewater. Herein, methyl
red was taken as the organic dye model to conduct the
adsorption experiments. The time-absorbency profile of methyl
red is presented in Figure 8A. The adsorption rate increased
rather rapidly within the first 2 h and then gradually approached
adsorption equilibrium. Due to the relatively large specific
surface area and the cavities, the microspheres reached the
saturated adsorption within approximately 3 h. The maximum
absorbency was about 50 mg·g−1.
We also compared the saturated absorbency of the two sets

of microspheres, that is, with/without β-CD-A units, as
displayed in Figure 8B. For the microspheres with β-CD-A,
the saturated absorbency of methyl dye was 52 mg·g−1, while it
was only 17 mg·g−1 for the microspheres without β-CD-A. It
shows the presence of β-CD-A units largely improved the
adsorption ability of the microspheres toward methyl red, due
to the cavities and channels constructed by β-CD-A units. This
observation is in well agreement with the adsorption of oils and
chiral compounds, as discussed above. With good adsorption
capacities to multiple adsorbates, the microspheres held large
potentials to be used as versatile absorbent toward petroleum
derivatives, chiral pharmaceuticals (drugs, pesticides, herbicides,
etc.), and organic dyes from wastewater.

3.4.4. Adsorption Mechanism. The time-adsorption profiles
toward chiral compounds, oils, and organic dyes (Figure 5, 7, 8)
have a common feature. All the curves increased at a rapid
speed initially, then flattened out, and finally reached the
equilibrium. So, we consider that the adsorptions follow a same
mechanism. In order to explore the adsorption mechanism, the
pseudo-first-order and the pseudo-second-order models44,51

were employed to analyze the experimental data by taking the
adsorption toward methyl red as example. The pseudo-first-
order and the pseudo-second-order kinetic models are
respectively represented as

− = − = +Q Q Q k t
t

Q k Q
t

Q
ln( ) ln ,

1
e t e 1

t 2 e
2

e

where k1 and k2 are the rate constant for pseudo-first-order
(h−1) and pseudo-second-order (g·mg−1·h−1) adsorption,

Figure 6. Saturated chiral absorbency of the microspheres with/
without β-CD-A in (A) oil-soluble system, (B) dispersion system, and
(C) water-soluble system. The number over each bar indicates the
corresponding saturated absorbency value.

Figure 7. (A) Oil absorbency of the microspheres with β-CD-A toward CCl4, CH2Cl2, CHCl3, and toluene (oil/water = 1/10, V/V). (B) Saturated
oil absorbency of the microspheres with/without β-CD-A toward the four organics. The number over each bar indicates the corresponding saturated
oil absorbency value.
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respectively. Qe and Qt are the absorbency (mg·g−1) at
equilibrium time and time t (h), respectively.
The kinetic curves of the simulation through the computer

based on the above two models are shown in Figure 9. The
kinetic parameters for adsorption of methyl red by the
microspheres are illustrated in Table 1. According to the
correlation coefficient (R) of each kinetic model, the pseudo-
second-order model was apparently more appropriate for the
experimental data. Meanwhile the experimental Qe value was
more accordant with the pseudo-second-order model. There-
fore, the adsorption of the microspheres is considered following
the pseudo-second-order model rather than the other.

4. CONCLUSIONS

Optically active microspheres were prepared through suspen-
sion polymerization by using chirally helical substituted
polyacetylene as macro-monomer and β-cyclodextrin-derivative
simultaneously as cross-linking agent and porogen agent. The
microspheres were obtained in regular morphology and

exhibited considerable optical activity and chiral recognition
ability. Also, interestingly, the microspheres demonstrated
remarkable adsorption capacity toward three sets of organic
compounds, including organic chemicals (widely used organic
solvents: CCl4, CHCl3, CH2Cl2, and toluene as models), chiral
compounds (chiral phenylethylamine and proline enan-
tiomers), and methyl red as representative of organic dyes.
With methyl red as representative, the adsorption kinetics
model was further discussed. It followed the pseudo-second-
order model. With good adsorption capacities to multiple
adsorbates, the microspheres held large potentials to be used as
versatile absorbent toward petroleum derivatives, chiral
pharmaceuticals (drugs, pesticides, herbicides, etc.), and organic
dyes from wastewater.

■ ASSOCIATED CONTENT

*S Supporting Information
Details for synthesis of microspheres; the method for CD and
UV−vis spectroscopy measurements; the detailed adsorption

Figure 8. (A) Time-absorbency profile of methyl red on the microspheres (c = 100 mg·L−1). (B) Saturated absorbency of the microspheres with/
without β-CD-A toward methyl red.

Figure 9. Kinetics models for adsorption of methyl red by the microspheres: (A) pseudo-first-order model; (B) pseudo-second-order model.

Table 1. Parameters of Kinetic Model for Adsorption of Methyl Red on Microspheres

pseudo-first-order pseudo-second-order

initial concn. (mg·L−1) Qe
a (mg·g−1) k1 (h

−1) Qe
b (mg·g−1) R2 k2 (g·mg−1·h−1) Qe

b (mg·g−1) R2

100 51.333 0.578 27.833 0.941 0.0584 52.713 0.998
aCalculated by equation in Experimental Section. bCalculated by Origin software.
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experiment of methyl red; nitrogen adsorption−desorption
isotherms and pore size distribution plots; typical FTIR spectra
of helical macro-monomer and microspheres; typical photo-
graphs for microspheres without β-CD-A; CD and UV−vis
spectra of microspheres without β-CD-A; time-optical rotation
profiles and time-chiral recognition capacity of the micro-
spheres. This material is available free of charge via the Internet
at http://pubs.acs.org.
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